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November 25, 2018 
 

The Kingdom of God – Part 3 
 

From Good Enough to Greater Than 
 
I.  Matthew 11: 7-15 (NKJV) 
 

7 As they departed, Jesus began to say to the multitudes concerning John: “What did you 

go out into the wilderness to see? A reed shaken by the wind? 8 But what did you go out 

to see? A man clothed in soft garments? Indeed, those who wear soft clothing are in 

kings’ houses.9 But what did you go out to see? A prophet? Yes, I say to you, and more 

than a prophet. 10 For this is he of whom it is written: 

‘Behold, I send My messenger before Your face, 

Who will prepare Your way before You.’ 

11 “Assuredly, I say to you, among those born of women there has not risen one greater 

than John the Baptist; but he who is least in the kingdom of heaven is greater than 

he. 12 And from the days of John the Baptist until now the kingdom of heaven suffers 

violence, and the violent take it by force. 13 For all the prophets and the law prophesied 

until John.14 And if you are willing to receive it, he is Elijah who is to come. 15 He who has 

ears to hear, let him hear! 

 A.  Matthew 11: 11-12 (NLT) 

 11 “I tell you the truth, of all who have ever lived, none is greater than John the 

Baptist. Yet even the least person in the Kingdom of Heaven is greater than he 

is! 12 And from the time John the Baptist began preaching until now, the Kingdom of 

Heaven has been forcefully advancing, and violent people are attacking it”. 

 B.  The Kingdom of God – Part 3 

 
1.  From Good Enough to Greater Than 
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II.  “The least person . . . . greater than he . . . “ 
 

A.  Matthew 11: 11a (NLT) 
 
11 “I tell you the truth, of all who have ever lived, none is greater than John the 
Baptist. 

 
  

B.  Jesus said of John: 
 
Matthew 11: 9 
 
9 But what did you go out to see? A prophet? Yes, I say to you, and more than a prophet.  

 
1.  Remarkable words. 
2. John the Baptist was related to Jesus through a relationship between Mary and 

Elizabeth. 
3. Quick brief of his birth (Luke 1): 

a.  Levitical line. 
b. Parents were much older, mother was barren. 
c. Came as the promised fulfillment of Elijah. 

4.  “Yet even the least person in the Kingdom of Heaven is greater than he is!” 
 

C.  Jewish Prophets of note 
 

1.  Samuel:   galvanized a people who were all doing what was right in their own eyes. 
2. Elijah the Tishbite:  appears out of nowhere, confronts the evils of Ahab and Jezebel, 

and as quickly as he is introduced to us he is carried away in a chariot of fire! 
3. Isaiah:  The eagle-eyed prophet who had such a keen prophetic awareness; he 

prophesied and was able to see into every single era of pre-human through to the 
end of the age. 

4. Nevertheless, Jesus calls John greater than these! 
 

D.  “All who have ever Lived . . . .” 
 

1.  Abraham:   patriarch of Israel, Father of our Faith (Romans 4).  3 religions look to.  
Saw his promised son born at 99. 

2. Sarah:  received strength from her faith to conceive at 89 years old. 
3. Moses:  spent 40 days in the presence of God twice; talked to God face-to-face; 

personal audience with God. 
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4. David:  the man after God’s heart. 
5. Queen Esther:  thwarted a twisted plot to destroy her Jewish people when she was 

queen in the Persian empire. 
 

E.  “All who have ever Lived . . . .”  -  Secular figures 
 

1.  Plato:  philosopher, founder of the first institution of higher learning, greatly 
influenced western philosophy. 

2. Socrates:  Plato’s teacher, Aristotle his most famous teacher. 
3. Cleopatra, Julius Caesar, Mark Anthony. 
4. Philip of Macedon:  father of Alexander the Great, conqueror of Greece. 

 
F.  Matthew 11:11 (NLT) 

 
11 “I tell you the truth, of all who have ever lived, none is greater than John the 
Baptist. Yet even the least person in the Kingdom of Heaven is greater than he is!  
 

1.  Whoa!! 
a.  All the great Jewish Prophets! 
b. All the great men and women of the Bible! 
c. All the great men and women throughout history before John the Baptist! 
d. Not one is greater than John the Baptist?   
e. Yet the least person in the Kingdom of Heaven is Yet the least person in the 

Kingdom of Heaven is greater than he is? 
f. Making even the least in the Kingdom of Heaven greater than those listed 

above! 
2.  Those who have, through Jesus, entered into the Kingdom of God/Heaven, even 

those newly born into the Kingdom, are considered greater than any person from 
any other era. 

a.  If you were born again 5 minutes ago, you’re greater than everyone just 
mentioned! 

b. Jesus said so !!! 
c. We are greatly impressed with people of stature from various industries 

who do not name the name of Jesus or claim him as Lord.  We quote them, 
create inspirational memes from them, and we esteem them and even 
value them.  However, in Jesus’ view, and it should be the same with us, 
those people, while possessing some level of benefit, should not be sought 
after with the same intensity we should those who hold a kingdom in 
perspective and citizenship. 

i. Because we readily drink from the fountain of non-Kingdom 
people, it is no wonder that we scarcely have a true Kingdom 
view! 
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ii. It appears to me, from casual observation, that Kingdom people 
spend 80% of their time consuming non-Kingdom information.  
We need to flip these figures! 

iii. Our world is in desperate need of those who think with a 
Kingdom perspective, lead with a Kingdom leadership, and act 
like citizens of the Kingdom of God! 

 
III.  What makes someone in the Kingdom  Greater? 
 

A.  Our Sonship 
1.  Male and female 
2. We all have become children of God. 
3. Position 
4. Righteousness 

 
B.  Our Servanthood 

1.  Posture 
 

C.  Our Sanctification 
1.  Purity 

 
IV.  Sonship 
 

A.  Matthew 11: 13 
 
13 For all the prophets and the law prophesied until John. 
 

1.  The close or fulfillment of one era and the dawning of another. 
 

2. Galatians 3: 19-26  (The Christian Magna Carta) 
 

9 What purpose then does the law serve? It was added because of 
transgressions, till the Seed should come to whom the promise was made; 
and it was appointed through angels by the hand of a mediator. 20 Now a 
mediator does not mediate for one only, but God is one. 
21 Is the law then against the promises of God? Certainly not! For if there had 
been a law given which could have given life, truly righteousness would have 
been by the law. 22 But the Scripture has confined all under sin, that the 
promise by faith in Jesus Christ might be given to those who believe. 23 But 
before faith came, we were kept under guard by the law, kept for the faith 
which would afterward be revealed. 24 Therefore the law was our tutor to 
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bring us to Christ, that we might be justified by faith. 25 But after faith has 
come, we are no longer under a tutor. 
26 For you are all sons of God through faith in Christ Jesus.  
 

a.  Matthew 5: 17-20 
 
17 “Do not think that I came to destroy the Law or the Prophets. I did 
not come to destroy but to fulfill. 18 For assuredly, I say to you, till 
heaven and earth pass away, one jot or one tittle will by no means 
pass from the law till all is fulfilled. 19 Whoever therefore breaks one of 
the least of these commandments, and teaches men so, shall be called 
least in the kingdom of heaven; but whoever does and teaches them, 
he shall be called great in the kingdom of heaven. 20 For I say to you, 
that unless your righteousness exceeds the righteousness of the 
scribes and Pharisees, you will by no means enter the kingdom of 
heaven. 
 

i. Sermon on the Mount. Jesus gives us the Law of the 
Kingdom. 

ii. Moses went up on a mount and received the Law of the 
Old Testament. 

iii. Romans 7: 12 
12 Therefore the law is holy, and the commandment holy 
and just and good. 

iv. Murder and adultery start in the heart. 
 

b.  Hebrews 10: 16-17 
 
16 “This is the covenant that I will make with them after those days, 
says the Lord: I will put My laws into their hearts, and in their minds I 
will write them,” 17 then He adds, “Their sins and their lawless deeds I 
will remember no more.” 

 
c.  Hebrews 10: 1 

 
1For the law, having a shadow of the good things to come, and not the 
very image of the things, can never with these same sacrifices, which 
they offer continually year by year, make those who approach perfect. 
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3.  Galatians 3: 22-29 
 
22 But the Scripture has confined all under sin,e promise by faith in Jesus Christ 
ght be given to those who believe. 23 But before faith came, we were kept 
under guard by the law, kept for the faith which would afterward be 
revealed. 24 Therefore the law was our tutor to bring us to Christ, that we 
might be justified by faith. 25 But after faith has come, we are no longer under 
a tutor. 
26 For you are all sons of God through faith in Christ Jesus. 27 For as many of 
you as were baptized into Christ have put on Christ. 28 There is neither Jew nor 
Greek, there is neither slave nor free, there is neither male nor female; for you 
are all one in Christ Jesus. 29 And if you are Christ’s, then you are Abraham’s 
seed, and heirs according to the promise. 
 

a.  Under the law you had to be good enough, but in the Kingdom Jesus’ 
goodness makes us great. 

 
 
V.  Summary 
 

A.  Under the Kingdom era anyone born into the Kingdom of God is greater than the 
greatest of men born outside of it. 

 
B.  Jesus’ fulfillment of the Law gives us the designation of Righteous Sons of God. 
 
C. Our Sonship makes us great!! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


