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June 2, 2019 
 

The Pursuit of Holiness 
 

An Introduction 
 

 

I.  Hebrews 12: 12-17 (NKJV) 
 

      
12 Therefore strengthen the hands which hang down, and the feeble knees, 13 and make 

straight paths for your feet, so that what is lame may not be dislocated, but rather be 

healed. 

14 Pursue peace with all people, and holiness, without which no one will see the 

Lord: 15 looking carefully lest anyone fall short of the grace of God; lest any root of bitterness 

springing up cause trouble, and by this many become defiled; 16 lest there be any fornicator 

or profane person like Esau, who for one morsel of food sold his birthright. 17 For you know 

that afterward, when he wanted to inherit the blessing, he was rejected, for he found no 

place for repentance, though he sought it diligently with tears. 

 
 A.  The Pursuit of Holiness 
 
 B.  Just finished the Fear of God Series 
  1.  King Solomon’s Secret 
  2.  The Fear of God and Holiness are intricately interconnected. 
 
 C.  Like the messages on the Fear of God: 
  1.  Please make sure to follow the messages through before judging them. 
  2.  People hear “Holiness”, they tend to think: 
   a.  Legalism 
   b.  Moralism 
   c.  Perfectionism 
   d.  Performance-ism 
  3.  The pursuit of holiness is not these things. 
 
 D.  “ Oh, Great” 
  1.  He’s going to tell me I can’t listen to pop music (secular). 
  2.  . . or say I can’t do whatever. 



                                                                         
 

©2019 Belmont Church/Belmont.org                by Paul Anthony González Page 2 of 6 

 

Sermon Notes 
by 

Paul Anthony González 
Teaching Pastor 

3.  Before assuming that something is going to be taken away from us,  why not 
see it as gaining something. 

 
 E.  What we should want to hear 
  1.  The warning:  the 6th warning in the book of Hebrews. 
   a.  The Peril of Despising. 
  2.  Warnings are not bad – they are great things. 
   b.  They can save us from great tragedy. 
  3.  Verse 14 above is the warning: 

14 Pursue peace with all people, and holiness, without which no one will see 
the Lord. 

a.  In other words, we are warned that without holiness no one will see 
the Lord. 

 
b.  Matthew 5: 8 :  8Blessed are the pure in heart, 

For they shall see God. 
 
c.  One of the functions of the fear of God is “purity.”  Psalm 19 says the 

fear of the Lord is pure.  It goes to work bringing about purity in our 
lives. 

i.  In the absence of the fear of the Lord there becomes all manner 
of lifestyle that is antagonistic to what holiness is. 

  4.  See God?  If we can’t see God: 
   a.  At the least: 
    i.  I won’t be able to experience the Lord in full measure. 

ii.  It could mean:  God turns His face away from an unholy people 
or person. 

iii.  It could mean we miss true revival and awakening. 
 
      14 if My people who are called by My name will humble  

themselves, and pray and seek My face, and turn from their 
wicked ways, then I will hear from heaven, and will forgive 
their sin and heal their land. ( 2 Chronicles 7: 14). 

 
iv.  Worse yet:  worst case scenario is it may mean exactly what it 

says to its clear and obvious conclusion. 
 
 F.  I am convinced that: 
  1.  Those who live in the fear of God and Holiness: 



                                                                         
 

©2019 Belmont Church/Belmont.org                by Paul Anthony González Page 3 of 6 

 

Sermon Notes 
by 

Paul Anthony González 
Teaching Pastor 

   a.  Terrorize the powers of darkness. 
   b.  Pray with greater power and authority. 
   c.  Live fuller, more satisfying lives. 
  2.  I believe I can prove it scripturally. 
 
 
II.  What is Holiness? 
 
 A.  What it Isn’t 

1.  Holiness is not primarily moral perfection.  Doing good or being good is not 
holiness.  While there is a relationship between holiness and right living, it 
would be a mistake to assume that those who do right are automatically 
holy. 

  a.  It could be self-righteousness at work or religious legalism. 
2.  Holiness is not first an outward action, but an inward work. 
  
  a.  Matthew 5: 8:  “. . .Blessed are the pure in heart. . .” 
 

b.  1 Peter 3: 15:  “  But sanctify the Lord God in your hearts, and always 
be ready to give a defense to everyone who asks you a reason for the 
hope that is in you, with meekness and fear” 

 
 B.  So what is Holiness:   
 

1.  Holiness is the state of being holy, and to be holy is the state of being “set 
apart” unto and for God.  Embedded in holiness is definitive exclusivity for God 
and nothing else. 

a.  That means we bow our knees and hearts in worship to nothing and 
no one but Him. 

b.  We can love people, but there is no commandment in the testament 
to trust anyone. 

c.  If you put your trust in somebody other than God, they and it will let 
you down.  People break promises, they break agreements, they break 
allegiances, they don’t follow through. 

 
  i.  Jeremiah 17: 5  says ‘cursed is the man who puts trust in man.’ 
 

Ii.  But, if you love people, you will keep. loving them even 
though they let you down. 
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2.  Sacred:   

a.  Renewal in our mind is required because we are living in a time where 
nothing is sacred. 

b.  If marriage were sacred it could not be many things.  Scripturally it is 
one thing and that one thing is determined by God. 

c.  The womb is no longer a sacred place. 
 
  3.  Sanctify: 
   a.  Purify = to make pure. 
   b.  Glorify = to give glory. 
   c.  Magnify = to make bigger, or closer, or clear. 
   d.  What about Sanctify? 
    i.  to make Sankt. 
    ii.  Nordic/Germanic languages. 
    iii. Sankt Paul – Austria city 
    iv. Saint Paul.  Saint = Holy One. 

e.  So Sanctify means to make holy, to make consecrated, to make 
separated, to set apart. 

 
 C.  Nearly everyone loves Holiness – let me prove it. 
 

1.  An employee leaves the restroom without washing (sanctifying) his hands (for 
holy food service), and then prepares your food.  Your food is set apart for 
you (consecrated).   

a.  You wouldn’t like that. 
2.  What if someone delivered your postmates or door dash delivery and started 

rifling through your food bag, opened your burger, wiped his nose, ate a 
french fry and then left?   

a.  You wouldn’t like that because you love things set apart. 
3.  Surgery Room 

   a.  Does not prep itself. 
   b.  Someone has to prep themselves, and then prep the room. 
    i.  It is set apart and consecrated for surgery. 

c.  You are hopeful that the room and equipment is purified before your 
surgery. 

4.  Maybe we have been programmed to societal biases that need to be shirked 
for an advanced and evolved thinking? 



                                                                         
 

©2019 Belmont Church/Belmont.org                by Paul Anthony González Page 5 of 6 

 

Sermon Notes 
by 

Paul Anthony González 
Teaching Pastor 

a.  Really, it’s an attack on the word of God, because God has already 
determined what is holy. 

b. We would do well to fall in line with what is holiness. 
 

5.  What if the same equipment used to clean septic tanks was used for your 
surgery? 

  a.  Sound insane? 
  b.  So does much of what we deem normalized to God, the Holiest. 
6.  The point is that we all love things that are set apart for the purpose of 

something else.  
7.  We want our food and restaurant kitchens sanitary and our surgical 

instruments pure.  
  a.  But we demand that God accept all manner of impurity! 

b.  In 2019, we have made God in our image and after our likeness, and 
we have said, “God, you must conform to my view of you.” 

c.  God in his holiness cannot do that, and He has given us the 
opportunity to reform our thinking through repentance and to 
conform to Him 

 
8.  Holiness is living a holy life separated to and for God and the Lord Jesus 

Christ.  It is first a decision then an action.   
 

 
III.  In Closing 
 
      2 Corinthians 6: 17 

      11 O Corinthians! We have spoken openly to you, our heart is wide open. 12 You are not 

restricted by us, but you are restricted by your own affections. 13 Now in return for the 

same (I speak as to children), you also be open. 

         14 Do not be unequally yoked together with unbelievers. For what fellowship has 

righteousness with lawlessness? And what communion has light with darkness? 15 And what 

accord has Christ with Belial? Or what part has a believer with an unbeliever? 16 And what 

agreement has the temple of God with idols? For you are the temple of the living God. As 

God has said: 

    “I will dwell in them 

 And walk among them. 
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I will be their God, 

And they shall be My people.” 

      17 Therefore 

  “Come out from among them 

   And be separate, says the Lord. 

   Do not touch what is unclean, 

   And I will receive you.” 
 
 
       
   

 
 
 
 
 

 


