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I.  1 Samuel 30: 1-10, 17-20 
 
1Now it happened, when David and his men came to Ziklag, on the third day, that the Amalekites had 
invaded the South and Ziklag, attacked Ziklag and burned it with fire, 2 and had taken captive the women 
and those who were there, from small to great; they did not kill anyone, but carried them away and went 
their way. 3 So David and his men came to the city, and there it was, burned with fire; and their wives, 
their sons, and their daughters had been taken captive. 4 Then David and the people who were with him 
lifted up their voices and wept, until they had no more power to weep. 5 And David’s two wives, Ahinoam 
the Jezreelitess, and Abigail the widow of Nabal the Carmelite, had been taken captive. 6 Now David was 
greatly distressed, for the people spoke of stoning him, because the soul of all the people was grieved, 
every man for his sons and his daughters. But David strengthened himself in the LORD his God. 7 Then 
David said to Abiathar the priest, Ahimelech’s son, “Please bring the ephod here to me.” And Abiathar 
brought the ephod to David. 8 So David inquired of the LORD, saying, “Shall I pursue this troop? Shall I 
overtake them?”  And He answered him, “Pursue, for you shall surely overtake them and without fail 
recover all.”  9 So David went, he and the six hundred men who were with him, and came to the Brook 
Besor, where those stayed who were left behind. 10 But David pursued, he and four hundred men; for two 
hundred stayed behind, who were so weary that they could not cross the Brook Besor. 
 
17 Then David attacked them from twilight until the evening of the next day. Not a man of them escaped, 
except four hundred young men who rode on camels and fled. 18 So David recovered all that the 
Amalekites had carried away, and David rescued his two wives. 19 And nothing of theirs was lacking, 
either small or great, sons or daughters, spoil or anything which they had taken from them; David 
recovered all. 20 Then David took all the flocks and herds they had driven before those other livestock, and 
said, “This is David’s spoil.” 
 
 A.  Romans 15: 13 
 
 “13 Now may the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, that you may abound in 
 hope by the power of the Holy Spirit.” 
 
 B.  New Series:  Made for Hope 
 
  1.  Biblical Hope exists beyond the scope of human limitations and draws its power  
  from the God of Hope.  With God no situation is totally hopeless. 
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 C.  Setting up the text: 
 
  1.  David – the David that killed the 9’ 9” tall man Goliath. 
  2.  Served Saul and married then King Saul’s daughter Michal. 
  3.  David was a personal musician of Saul. 
   a.  Soothing him and easing him of oppressive evil spirits through his music. 
  4.  David also established himself as an adept warrior and because of his military  
  exploits he garnered the favor of the people. 
   a.  The heart of the Israelites began to turn toward David. 
  5.  This resulted in outrage and anger on the part of Saul who began to try to have David 
  killed. 
  6.  David fled and began to live as a mercenary, and little by little drew the support of  
  many others that looked to him as their leader. 
  7.  After being hunted by Saul he finally, with his young family and growing band of  
  mercenaries, settled in Ziklag (Ziklag was under the control of the Philistines). 
  8.  Ziklag became home base of sorts for David, and he – along with his men – would  
  conduct raids – go out and come in. 
  9.  It was during one of his expeditions that he came back to Ziklag to find it burned  
  down with fire and everything and everyone missing (the worst day of David’s life). 
 
 D.  1 Samuel 30: 1-3  
 
 1Now it happened, when David and his men came to Ziklag, on the third day, that the Amalekites 
 had invaded the South and Ziklag, attacked Ziklag and burned it with fire, 2 and had taken 
 captive the women and those who were there, from small to great; they did not kill anyone, but 
 carried them away and went their way. 3 So David and his men came to the city, and there it was, 
 burned with fire; and their wives, their sons, and their daughters had been taken captive.  
 
  1.  Amalekites = the Plunderers. 
  2.  They plundered, his life was on fire and everything and everyone dear to him was  
  missing, and his own men spoke of stoning him. 
 
 
II.  6 Truths that Foster Hope in the worse of Circumstances 
 
 A.  #1 – David Wept 
 
  1.  More accurately, David wailed. 
  2.  Verse 4 - 4 “Then David and the people who were with him lifted up their voices and  
  wept, until they had no more power to weep. “ 
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  3.  Dr. Judith Orloff, MD – NY Times bestselling author, says tears are the body’s release  
  valve for stress, sadness, grief, anxiety, and frustration. 
   a.  Tears of Joy 
   b.  Tears of Relief 
  4.  Tears are not a sign of weakness but of courage. 
       Tears are many times the bridge to clarity and the connector to hope in an   
       otherwise hopeless situation. 
   a.  John 11: 35 – “Jesus wept.” 
    i.  John 11: 38 – “Then Jesus, again groaning I Himself, came to the  
    tomb. It was a cave, and a stone lay against it.” 
    ii.  John 11:39 – “Jesus said, ‘Take away the stone . . . .’” 
  5.  There are 3 kinds of tears: 
   a.  Continuous tears, which lubricate the eye. 
   b.  Reflex tears, which remove debris. 
   c.  Emotional tears. 
  6.  98% of reflex tears are water. 
  7.  Emotional tears, in contrast, are made up of hormones and other toxins which  
  accumulate during times of stress and need to be released. 
   a.  Emotional tears stimulate endorphins, our body’s natural pain killer. 
   b.  Humans are the only creatures known to shed emotional tears. 
  8.  In the story of the distressed missionary, after years and years and years he had  
  never seen a soul saved.  He wrote to his elder about this.  His elder’s response:  “Try  
  tears.” 
   a.  I don’t believe a city can be won until it’s wept over. 
  9.  You have permission to weep and wail over your situation! 
 
 B.  #2 – David strengthened himself in the Lord his God. 
 
  1.  1 Samuel 30:6 - ”6 Now David was greatly distressed, for the people spoke of stoning  
  him, because the soul of all the people was grieved, every man for his sons and his  
  daughters. But David strengthened himself in the LORD his God.” 
  2.  There are times when you have to: 
   a.  Preach a sermon to yourself. 
   b.  Prophesy over the situation yourself. 
   c.  Praise all by yourself. 
  3.  David drew his strength from the Lord because everyone else turned on him. 
  4.  Our strength is limited, God’s is limitless. 
   a.  Ephesians 6: 10 – “Finally, my brethren, be strong in the Lord and in the  
   power of His might.” 
  5.  3 Ways I’ve discussed to draw on the Lord’s strength: 
   a.  Quoting verses of scripture, repeatedly. 
   b.  Exuberant praise. 
   c.  Praying in the Spirit (tongues). 
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 C.  #3 – David enquired of the Lord (vs 7, 8) 
   
  1.  David looked to God for answers. 
  2.  God possesses a solution to every problem and wisdom for every challenge. 
  3.  Ephod = High Priest’s Robe which contained the Urim and the Thummin. 
  4.  In other words, David looked to the presence of God. 
  5.  Psalm 27: 14 – “Wait on the Lord; Be of good courage, and He shall strengthen your  
  heart; Wait, I say, on the Lord!” 
 
 D.  #4 – David went and pursued  (vs 9,10) 
 
  1.  There is a time to grieve loss, for self-encouragement and for seeking the Lord, but it  
  is also critical to note that after these 3 things David was moved to action.  He went and  
  he pursued. 
  2.  Over-analysis of a situation is apt to produce systemic paralysis. 
   a.  This phenomenon is called the “do-nothing” phenomenon. 
   b.  Timing is everything, but inaction is a surefire path to failure. 
  3.  Try and fail, and then try again, but if you do not try you are doomed to failure for  
  good. 
 
 E.  #5 – David Attacked  (vs 17) 
 
  1.  David was a warrior shepherd having trained I the wilderness/desert regions of  
  Judea. 
  2.  He killed lions and bears, protecting his father’s sheep. 
  3.  I have great concerns over the lethargic, sleepy, contemplative style of worship and  
  prayer that has beset western Christianity. 
  4.  Most new believers know nothing of warfare praise and prayer and it is mocked in  
  most Christian circles. 
  5.  Sports metaphors – attack the rim, attack the ball, attack your opponent. 
 
 F.  #6 – David recovered all  (vs 18,19) 
 
  1.  Job lost everything, but was given more in return. 
  2.  God has already intended for you and I to be recompensed for every loss. 
  3.  Restitution, restoration, and reconciliation are biblical themes, present throughout  
  the Bible. 
  4.  Hope is an attitude that expects restitution and restoration. 
  5.  Recovery is highly dependent on Hope. 
  6.  Hope is the intense expectation of Good to come from God. 
  7.  Zechariah 9: 12 – “Return to the stronghold, You prisoners of hope.  Even today I  
  declare that I will restore double to you.” 
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III.  In Conclusion -  Hope Producers: 
 
 #1 – Weep 
 #2 – Encourage yourself 
 #3 – Seek the Lord 
 #4 – Go and Pursue 
 #5 – Attack 
 #6 – Recover all, don’t settle for less 
 
   
 
 


