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Made for Hope 

 
What to Do When All Hope Seems Lost 

 
 

I.  Acts Chapter 27 Introduction 
 
A.  After his arrest, Paul appeals to stand before Caesar in Rome. 
B. When the chapter opens, they are setting sail for Italy. 
C. The seagoing became difficult. 

 
II.  Acts 27:  9-12; 19-20 

 
9 Now when much time had been spent, and sailing was now dangerous because [a]the Fast was 
already over, Paul advised them, 10 saying, “Men, I perceive that this voyage will end with disaster 
and much loss, not only of the cargo and ship, but also our lives.” 11 Nevertheless the centurion was 
more persuaded by the helmsman and the owner of the ship than by the things spoken by 
Paul. 12 And because the harbor was not suitable to winter in, the majority advised to set sail from 
there also, if by any means they could reach Phoenix, a harbor of Crete opening toward the 
southwest and northwest, and winter there. 
 
19 On the third day we threw the ship’s tackle overboard with our own hands. 20 Now when neither 
sun nor stars appeared for many days, and no small tempest beat on us, all hope that we would be 
saved was finally given up. 

 
 

A.  Series:  Made for Hope 
 
1.  What to Do When All Hope Seems Lost 

a.  If you’ve not lived long enough yet to find yourself in a situation that you’re desperate 
to see changed but it appears hopeless, hold on – you’ll have your opportunity. 

b. To the rest of us, every single person at some stage in their life will be confronted with a 
situation that needs to change but looks hopeless, and it is in those times and seasons 
that we must draw from an eternal hope that can – and will – lift above every trial we 
will face.: 

2.  Our lives are like olive trees. 
a.  Its leaves don’t shed in the winter. 

i. God remains our covering in the winter seasons of our life. 
b.  You don’t pick the olives. 

i. You shake and beat the tree to obtain the olives. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Acts+27&version=NKJV#fen-NKJV-27865a
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c.  You crush the olives to get the good oil. 
d. The olive paste is layered in a basket and with moderate pressure the oil can flow down. 

 
 
III. Paul’s Situation   

 
A.  #1 – He was in a situation beyond his control and not of his doing. 

1.  His obedience to Christ found him bound and heading for Rome on a ship that was doomed 
to sink. 

 
B.  #2 – He spoke up and spoke out but his warnings were ignored. 

1.  “Men, I perceive that this voyage will end with disaster and much loss, not only of the cargo 
and ship, but also our lives.”  

2. This was a divine intuition. 
3. He was overridden by two voices:  the helmsman and the owner of the ship. 

 
C.  #3 – Someone else was believed instead of him and it was a costly mistake that even 

extended to Paul’s potential demise. 
 

D. #4 – The situation got worse as Paul had warned and with it hope was “finally given up.” 
 

 
IV. Acts 27:  21-26  (When all hope seems lost) 

21 But after long abstinence from food, then Paul stood in the midst of them and said, “Men, you 
should have listened to me, and not have sailed from Crete and incurred this disaster and loss. 22 And 
now I urge you to take [f]heart, for there will be no loss of life among you, but only of the ship. 23 For 
there stood by me this night an angel of the God to whom I belong and whom I serve, 24 saying, ‘Do 
not be afraid, Paul; you must be brought before Caesar; and indeed God has granted you all those 
who sail with you.’ 25 Therefore take heart, men, for I believe God that it will be just as it was told 
me. 26 However, we must run aground on a certain island.” 

 
A.  When in a situation not of your doing and beyond your control don’t be a prisoner to it, but 

choose to be a prisoner of Hope. 
 
1.  Zechariah 9: 12 -  “Return to the stronghold, You prisoners of hope. 

Even today I declare That I will restore double to you.” 
2. Choosing to be filled with the expectation that God can turn every situation around is a 

choice. 
3. Choose Hope:  “I Choose Hope.” 

 
B.  When “they” don’t hear you speak then just seek and don’t say until after you pray. 

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Acts+27&version=NKJV#fen-NKJV-27878f
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1.  Acts 27:  21-22 – “21 But after long abstinence from food, then Paul stood in the midst of 
them and said, “Men, you should have listened to me . . . .” 

2. Prayer is still your greatest weapon. 
 

C.  Find your hope in the promises of God. 
 
1. Romans 15: 4 – “4 For whatever things were written before were written for our learning, that 

we through the [c]patience and comfort of the Scriptures might have hope.” 
2. Psalm 119: 49 – “Remember the word to Your servant, 

Upon which You have caused me to hope.” 
3. Paul believed Isaiah 43: 2 – “When you pass through the waters, I will be with you; and 

through the rivers, they shall not overflow you.” 
 
D.  Let your relationship with God transcend your relationship to the stormy situation.  Hope is 

drawn from the blood that ran from Jesus’ veins which brought us into relationship with God. 
 
1.  Acts 27: 23 – “For there stood by me this night and angel of the God to whom I belong and 

whom I serve . . .” 
2. Knowing who you belong to might be the most critical part of maintaining hope when hope 

appears lost. 
a.  He’s faithful. 
b. He will ever leave us or forsake us. 
c. He won’t lie to us. 
d. He will never betray us. 

 
E.  In conclusion 

 
Choose to be a prisoner of hope through prayer, God’s promises found in scripture, and 
through His great love for you as His child. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Romans+15&version=NKJV#fen-NKJV-28308c

